Vocabulary

What About It?

· Each week, you will receive a list of ten vocabulary words and one root word.
· Your first test will be on these eleven words only.
· Thereafter, each test will have twenty-two words: the eleven from the current list and the eleven from the list immediately preceding the current list.  .
· Tests are on Thursdays or Fridays.
· Each test is worth twenty-two points, except for the first one (worth 11 points).
· There will be 12 tests this semester, so there are 253 points possible this semester!
How Should I Prepare For The Tests?

· With rare exceptions, we will play Vocabulary Survivor before the actual test.
· The winner of Survivor automatically receives five points towards the next day’s test, meaning that he or she could conceivably get 27 out of a possible 22 points on the test!  (No Survivor before 1st test.)
· Also, you will fill out the vocabulary handout for each of the eleven words on the current list, OR write word analogies for them, OR write a half-page short story for them, OR find/draw symbolic representations of them.  There are 4 choices; you just do one of them.
· These are due at the very beginning of the period on the day we play Survivor.  
· Each task is worth eleven points: one point for each correct example of the given vocabulary word.
· Finally, if you desire to do well, you should study your vocabulary words four times a week for a minimum of ten to fifteen minutes per session.

· I recommend using index cards with the word and a visual for the word on the front and the definition on the back.  Quizlet is a great app to buy (or get) if you have a cell phone.
· Spelling counts, so be sure to practice spelling the words as well.  I take half off if you spell the word incorrectly.
· If you get a twenty or higher on a vocabulary test, then the following week you do not have to do any of the four vocabulary tasks listed above.  However, you must score a twenty or higher without the use of Vocabulary Survivor extra credit points.
How To Write Your Word Analogies

· Example: The word “continuity” is like the word “routine” because both imply that something is happening regularly and has been for quite some time.  Sentence: When one creates a routine, continuity has been established.
· Note: Each word requires an analogy, an explanation of the analogy, and a sentence.
How To Do Symbolic Representations
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Draw – or find – a picture that you feel is an excellent representation of the word.  Then, explain why the picture is a great representation of the word.  Example: The word is “brash.”  A picture of Howard Stern.  “Howard Stern is rude and lacks sensitivity.  He is clearly brash.”
How To Write Your Short Story

· Must be at least 100 words in length
· Vocabulary words (10) must be underlined, bolded, or highlighted
· Words must be used correctly; for root words, use a word with the root in it.
· Story must make sense
· If you have poor handwriting, type it.  If I can’t read it, you’ll receive a zero.

Vocabulary worksheet on back








